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follows the Saint John and Aroostook rivers, touching Aroostook county in the places mentioned.
It had no competition and for many years was the only outlet by rail from Aroostook county.
As the county grew in wealth and power the demands for better railroad facilities became
more urgent and pressing.

The people demanded a direct line of railroad through their own

territory to a market, and while from Houlton to Danforth in Washington county it was only
35 miles, it was over a hundred miles in the round-about way through New Brunswick, and
while it was only 46 miles to Caribou from Houlton north by the traveled way, yet by rail it was
over a hundred miles.

A company was formed, chartered by the legislature of Maine, and

known as the “ Northern Maine Railroad Company" to build a direct line of railroad through
Aroostook county connecting at Mattawamkeag with the Maine Central, and the towns of the
county voted to raise large sums of money in aid of the road if it was so built.

The project,

however, failed after being much agitated and the people were still left without an outlet on
their own soil.
In 1890 certain of Aroostook's well-known business men, together with capitalists from
Bangor and other portions of Maine, formulated a plan to build a road through Aroostook
county connecting with the Bangor & Piscataquis road at Brownville in Piscataquis county.
The plan was to organize a corporation to secure the necessary capital and to have Aroostook
county issue its bonds to the extent of $500,000 in aid of the road.
cally received throughout the county.

This plan was enthusiasti

Petitions were circulated and presented to the legisla

ture of Maine asking that an Act be passed to enable the county of Aroostook to issue its
bonds to an amount not exceeding 5 per cent of its valuation to aid in the construction of this
new road, and that the charter asked for by the promoters of the new road be granted.

The

legislature passed an Act allowing the county to vote upon the proposition which was done in
the spring of 1891 and the vote was almost unanimously in favor of issuing the bonds and
building the road.
The Bangor & Aroostook Railroad Company was then organized and incorporated.

Aroos

took county issued its bonds in accordance with the act of the legislature, additional subscriptions
and stockholders were obtained until there were a million dollars subscribed besides the five per
cent, pledged.

This formed a basis upon which certain capitalists made a loan to the company

which enabled them to build the road, and in the spring of 1893 work was commenced on this
new road from Brownville, in Piscataquis county to Houlton, in Aroostook county, a distance of
98 miles, over 50 of which was through an unbroken wilderness that had never been disturbed by
anything except the foot of the hunter and the axe of the lumberman.

A responsible contractor

had charge of the work which was pushed with a most persistent energy.

A very large force of

men were employed, and in December of the same year the rails were laid to Houlton and trains
were run during the remainder of the winter with only a portion of the road ballasted.
In the year 1894 the road was pushed further northward to Presque Isle, Caribou and Fort

Fairfield, a distance of over 70 miles.

From Houlton to Presque Isle is 45 miles; from Presque

Isle to Caribou is 12 miles, and the Fort Fairfield branch is 14 miles, making in all 71 miles of
railroad built during the year 1894.

This year (1895) work is being rapidly pushed on the

Ashland branch which leaves the main road at Oakfield, running northwesterly along the western
boundary of the county to Ashland a distance of 46 miles, opening up a vast territory of fertile
land and a great lumber region.

The Bangor & Aroostook railroad is one of the most important

roads ever built in the state, and has shortened the distance from Presque Isle to Bangor by
nearly 100 miles.

It opens up a country of great beauty and of wonderful resources, and has

given to the people of Aroostook the desired market.

Before the building of this road many of

the farmers had to go 30 and 40 miles to market, hauling their heavy loads by team over the
country roads.

The success of this road has been almost phenomenal.

It has brought to the

county a large number of emigrants, travellers and visitors who have been delighted with this
vast region.

The traffic in lumber and starch from the county over this road has been immense

and it is to-day one of the best paying roads in the state.
The population of Aroostook is somewhat mixed, the central and southern portions being
made up largely of emigrants from Western Maine, Massachusetts, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia and their descendants.

There is a large French population in the northern part of the

county consisting of Canadian French and their descendants.

The people from New Brunswick

and Nova Scotia quickly adapt themselves to the laws and customs of Maine, and as a rule fall
in love with the government of the United States and as soon as possible become citizens there
of.

The French settlements extend from the southern boundary of Van Buren 50 miles north

ward along the Saint John river and preserve to a great extent the simplicity, manners and customs
of their ancestry.

The French settlers on the western and southern banks of the Saint John

river were declared citizens of the United States by the treaty of 1843, and also had the titles to
their lands confirmed to them at the same time.

These people are a very prolific race, all or

nearly all having large families—a dozen or more children.

T hey speak broken English and

their French, while not like that of Paris is very easily understood.
There is a constant emigration from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia to Aroostook county
of those who find that they can better their condition under her government and laws with the
advantages of her productive soil.
The climate of Aroostook county is temperate although farther north than any other por
tion of the United States.
snow for all purposes.

Winter commences about the middle of December with sufficient

Owing to some certain causes, changes doubtless due to the removal of

forests, the winters for the past ten years have gradually become more mild.
though cold is dry, the snow rarely leaving the ground during the winter season.

The weather al
Spring begins

about the middle of April and as soon as the snow leaves the ground farming commences and
the growth of vegetable matter during the summer season is marvellous.

Crops planted in May
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